1816]      DIARY OF JAMES GALLATIN

that respect my views are limited to the mere -means of
existence without falling in debt. I do not wish to
accumulate any property. I will not do my family the
injury of impairing the little I have. My health is frail;
they may soon lose me, and I will not leave them depend-
ent on the bounty of others. Was I to go to France,
and my compensation and private income (this last
does not exceed $2500 a year) did not enable me to live
as I ought, I must live as I can. I ask your forgiveness
for entering in those details, but you have treated me as
a friend and I write to you as such. You have from
friendship wished that I would reconsider my first
decision, and I will avail myself of the permission. It
will be understood that in the meanwhile, if the delay
is attended with any public inconvenience, a new appoint-
ment may immediately take place. My motive for
writing when I did was a fear that, specially with respect
to other missions, the' belief that I would go to France
might induce the President to make different arrange-
ments from those he would have adopted on a contrary
supposition. ...

ALBERT GALLATIN

JANUARY 2, 1816

I really believe he is going to change his mind after all.
Mamma does not mention the subject but sighs deeply
at intervals. Frances declared at breakfast it was useless
for her to go on with her French as they were not going
to Paris. . . .

FEBRUARY 2

Hurrah! everything couleur de rose. I wrote the letter
accepting the French mission for Mm at his dictation.
Mr. Monroe had written him the most pressing letter on
the 27th of last month, begging for an immediate reply
one way or the other. All I say to them at home is,
"Faites ws paquets, mesdames.".n
